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information   your   Board   must   possess   of that  of
Guzerat and of the  whole  territory   subject  to the
Bombay Presidency, facilitates a comparison of these
climates   with that of  Madras.     The  very  circum-
stance  of the rainy  season  occurring  on  this side
of the Peninsula at the time when the sun is nearly
verticle, and its continuance till   near   the autumnal
equinox limit  the   period  of  hot   weather  to   about
three  months,   vis.,   March,   April   and   May.    The
sudden variations of the temperature of the air after
the  rains,  till  the  return  of   the   sun   north   at   the
vernal equinox, seems to induce fever complaints in
various shapes, more or less, in almost all parts of the
Bombay   establishment  according  to local   circum-
stances,  notwithstanding which   your Board will be
disposed to admit, I have no doubt, that from June
till February (nine months of the year) the  climate
of the Deccan on the whole is not only not baneful
to  the   European  constitution,   but  I  am   taught to
believe  Poona  in  particular  at  that  period   affords
an   example   of    salubrity    among    the    European
regiments almost unparalleled.
Having contrasted the relative climates of the
Madras and Bombay territories, I shall revert to
those of Nilgherry and Mahbleshwar. Of the former
we have seen a register of the thermometer through
the medium of the Madras papers for several years at
different seasons, and, as I have before observed,
the experience of the persons who have resided
throughout the year on these mountains goes for
to prove that with due preparations against cold
the climate is decidedly healthy, and the temperature